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TIME: 10:00 A.M. 
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LAKE MAGGIORE PARK | BRING THE FAMILY!!! 
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lewweccas POINT DRIVE 


DONATION - $1.00 PER FAMILY OR INDIVIDUAL 


Wanna’... Trade? 


Plenty of Free Parking Space 
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Si. RS, ; 
Lerseronagp Sk. Sepee, (APG tes sme 


QUALITY PRODUCTS SELECTED TO SERVE YOUR NEEDS 
- AMATEUR, EXPERIMENTERS OR HOBBIEST -- ALSO 
TAPE RECORDERS AND HIGH FIDELITY COMPACTS AND 


COMPONENTS. 


(Coope® Radio Cn. ELECTRONIC PARTS 
OO Distributor O 
Ph. 894-7607 165 - 13 Street North — P. O. Box 10010 — St. Petersburg, Fla. 33733 
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MGR. tv/RADIO TECHNICIAN K4TQW 
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OUR NSXT MEETING WILL BE ON MAY 4, 1979 AT 8:00 P.M. AT THE RED CROSS 
HEADQUARTERS 818 - 4th Street No., St. Petersburg 


The meeting of April 6, 1979 was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by 
John MacDonald WD4COL, President. Fifty-seven members and guests were 
introduced and welcomed. ” 


Phe minutes of the last meeting were not read. There is one cor- 
rection to the minutes: Howard Clarke's call should have been typed 
WA4KER, Apologies go to Howard for this error. 


fhe Treasurer's Report was approved as read. 


The new badge design was discussed by John WD4COL. Hank WA4WKO won 
the design contest and will receive a free badge for his efforts. 


John W4ACG gave the station report. He said that the new Omni 
has an intermittant sticky relay problem that should clear up by itself 
in time. He also reported that the Club will need to purchase 500 feet 
of coax. 


Rex WAGPL gave the Engineering Report. He said that the new repeater 
still has a few problems, but that the committee has isolated the problems 
and hopes to have them cleared up shortly. Rex reported that he was very 
pleased with the use of the autopatch. 3 


Wes WD4PUV presented Mark KA4BPO (by having to stand on a chair to 
‘look Mark in the eye) with the GOLDEN ALLIGATOR AWARD for timing out the 
repeater. 


Marie KA4BBB told about the plans for the dinner cruise on the Capt. 
Anderson. Reservations must be made by May lst by writing to: Capt. 
Anderson, 4901 Gulf.Blvd., St. Petersburg Beach, FL 33706 including a 
check to cover the cost ($11.50 per person) and designating on the check 
that you wish to sit with the Amateur Radio group. The dinner cruise 
will be held on May 12th between the hours of 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. 


The following are new members of SPARC: Frank Fugazzi N4APQ, 
Richard Pomeroy WD4SCD, Jack Kendall W2AED, Betty Sweeny WA4FDH, Ralph 
Moulton WA1SPR, Eugene Olson W4WFP, and N.S.B. Alexander AE4M. Welcome!! 


It was suggested that members donate books to the public library. 
It seems that Amateur Radio books are greatly out of date and worn out in 
our library. John WD4COL will check into the possibility of purchasing 
pooks through the ARRL for the library. 


John WB4LWB gave the hamfest report. He said that donations are being 
received from local businesses. Ticket sales are slow, but are expected 
to increase as the hamfest date draws closer. Hank WA4WKO suggested that 
everyone mention the hamfest during QSO's on every mode. 


Betty WA4TJG gave the parade report. The Festival of States Parade 
will be held on April 7, and fifty "hams" will participate. 


The meeting adjourned for coffee and doughnuts, and was called back 
to order at 9:10 p.m 


The speaker who was scheduled to speak on Solar Energy was called out 
of town, so Lew Sieck K4NE graciously agreed to step in and speak on the 
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space phenomenon SYZYGY. lew is a former President of SPAKC and a member 
of the Board of Directors for four years. He is a retired Brigadier 
General with a Masters Degree from M.I.T. He presented a very interesting 
and exciting présentation on the effects of SYZYGY on. the Earth during the 
next few years. Syzygy is a term to explain the unusual placement of the 
phanets in relationship to the sun that only happens every 180 years. 


‘wo drawings were held for the door prizes. A YAESU mike donated 
by AGL Blectronics was won by Ralph #iddle WA4BGZ, and a gift certificate 
from Kay's Amateur Radio was won by Denny W403BL. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Faith WA4WOU 


RALPH PETERS #& 


Ralph Peters-KlRKY, better kmown as "Pete", was born in 1911 & 
eduacated in Altoona, Paes 

Pete was quite a musician &, back in the big Band days, played 
trumpet with Jimmie & Tommy Dorsey; also started out with Sammy 
Kaye's "Swing & Sway" Band. 

He was in the 28th Division National Guard Band &, when inducted 
into the Army during WW1, was sent to Fort Bragg, N.C., where he was 
in the 78th Division Military Band for a short while. He was then 
sent to a Field Artillery School, where he took advanced training. 
When sent overseas, he was severely injured & was discharged with 
100% permanent & total service connected disability. After the dis- 
charge, he went to the VA Hospital in Pittsburgh & later was sent to 
Bay Pines, Florida. 

Pete received his license in 1958, while a patient at the Bay 
Pines VA Center, with the call of KRKY. For years he"manned" the 
radio station there, keeping schedules with other hosvitals & passing 
traffic for the patients. He met Brian Felps & had the pleasure of 
starting him on the road to "Ham" radio to receive the call of K\NAN. 
Brian was just a kid, eat that time, & took to cw quickly & has passed 
Pete along the way, as he has his Extra Class License. 

Pete has many certificates, among them "Florida Skip; WAS; ARRL 
Public Service Award; Citations from the City of St. Petersburg & 
from Civil Defense for services during hurricane "Donna"; besides 
thousands of QSLs from all over the world. 

He can be heard, from time to time, on 2-meters, but every day 
is on the International Handicappers Net, at 11 AM, 1287 kHz & asks 
any handicapped operator, who is not already on the Net, to contact 
him at his home vhone: 391-6643 for details. 

After many years at Bay Pines, Pete met Betty, a Korean Veteran 
& they finally married & purchased their home at 10274. - 110th Ave. 
North, Seminole, Fla. 335),0. 

By WALWKO 


Per Sale DRAKE thx, Ach, RHA, aa MSU, R4A has full 10M xtals, 
Wav 10Mhe and 160M xtals. All cables and manuals, #525.00 pick up, 
544,900 FOB, WHOLL Bob Strid 1390 87th Ave. N. St. Pete. 33702 
‘fel, 813-576-3577. 


COMPLIMENTS 
W4TAD 


WHATS UP DOC? 


W.C.(BILL)HAZELL 
BOX3468 
. SEMINOLE,FLA. 933542 


ENDE fis e Painting 
@ BodyWork 
e@ Frame Repair 
e Tune-Ups 
PHOER i= 
© Carburetors 


dove ELLE, (Mik. Air Conditioning 


TELEPHONE 
(813) 384-4321 


WA4VRP WD4EFM 
LouRyan TomCobb 


3237 Tyrone Boulevard 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710 
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RAY’S AMATEUR RADIO 


1590 US HWY 19 SOUTH 
CLEARWATER, FLA. 33516 — 


+ DRAKE » ICOM * SWAN +.WILSON * KDK » AMCOM * raat. 

« ALDA * LARSEN +» MICROWAVE MODULES + TONA * ‘Nn 

« DSI’* AMECO © HUSTLER * MFJ « CUSHCRAFT = _* Cc. 

« HYGAIN * MOSLEY » TAYLOR «CDE ¢FINCO = * OMNI 
Ber) « VALOR « ANTLER © BIRD * B&W + ROHN + ALPHA ¢ 
\n Lees * TELE-TOWER ¢ TEN-TEC * DENTRON + VOMAX * 

* ARRL PUBLICATIONS * 73 PUBLICATIONS * 

* NEW LINES EVERY WEEK . Ee» DRAKE 


O 
4 OUR FINE REPUTATION SPEAKS FOR ITSELF * 


535-1416 DENTRON 


Call or write for 
your super quote today! 


W40JH PHONE 392-5810 
DONALD SUMMERS 
AMWAY HOME CARE PRODUCTS. 
AFTER YOU HAVE TRIED THE REST, LET ME SHOW YOU THE BEST. 
DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
10808 104TH AVE. «SEMINOLE, FLA. 98543 


HAVE YOU WORKED ALL 


OAK HILL ACADEMY 
AMATEUR RADIO SESSION 
MOUTH OF WILSON, VIRGINIA 24363 « SUMMER ADDRESS 
BOX 1461 NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. 29582 * WINTER ADDRESS 


GENERAL FO EXTRA. CLASS ‘S 
a 


A VACATION WITH A PURPOSE — STUDY ON A MOUNTAIN TOP ‘ 
OUR 20th YEAR - GRADUATES FROM 42 STATES AND MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


all ages welcome - YL's and OM's 


WRITE NOW FOR A BROCHURE 
Classes begin JULY 28 thru AUG. 10, 1979 
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MANAGER 
KALEGY 


Lose 


THIS SPACE FOR RENT-~ 


$ 7.50 per year. 


On the Gulf of Mexico 
1307 Gulf Way, St. Petersburg Beach, Florida 33706 
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The Festival of states activities have just been completed. 
S¥aRC Repeater Tea hed management responsibility as usual for 
safety communications for the Illuminated Night Parade preceded 
by fireworks April Srd and the Day Parade April 7th. In addition, 
we furnished communications for the Youth Farade, « new function 
for us this year. Metro Repeater ass'n took management for 
Champions on Parade end the Bicycle Race, I believe. Definite 
information not available at this time. With W4GPL assuming 


general responsibility end \VA4TJG making personnel and/or station 


assignments, the SraRG participation was well-organized. 


Communi- 


cation equipuent, circuits and personnel worked almost to perfection. 
All of us can justly be proud of the way this went off. 


#5 usual, the Perade Control Center wes located in Bayfront 
Towers, First’and Central, on the 28th floor. Personnel charged 
with management of each function were on hand -- Suncoasters, Red 


Cross, Doctors, Police/Fire/MS. 


we Operated 3 Amateur Radio 


circuits. K4SCL, operating on SPARC Repeater was NCS for the 
First Aid activity, under direction of Red Cross and Dr. Dean. 
K5IHH, on 146.49, was NCS for Parade iarshalls function under 
Ralph Spaulding. K4ISS was NCS on 223.66, managing Courtesy Cars 


under Bruce Haskell. 


Our new repeater functioned beautifully through the entire 


operation. 


We even used the autopatch to good advantage on two 


occasions. again I can point with pride to the state of the art 
in our eqnipment which permitted us to operete two stations in 
Bayfront Towers within 15 feet of each other, both on 2 meters, 


‘without mutual interference. 


In addition we had the 220 MHz 


circuit as well as portables on Police, Fire and Red Cross . 
channels. Next year, if needed, we may have a circuit on 440 MHz 


for Wrecker Control. 


We counted a total of 57 Radio Amateurs active with SPARC 


in these festivities, as follows: 
KA4BBB N4BIS Ka4Br0 ° 
Va4FEN WB4FVN WA4FYR 


4BUB s4CF KaSCOZ WB4CSL. sA4C. 
ws4GCH W4GPL KSIHH 
WD4KEZ WD4KGY wa4KNI WB4KST K4KXC K4NLN 


WeaED WE4aIZ W4aPV N4aU0 N4axN 


\VB4DWU W4EGM 
i4TRa K4ISS K4KE 
WD4NHH N4NL WB40AT W40JH 


WE4PHL WB4PNV WD4PUV KSPAM WA4QGV K4RED sa4ROX uadRQe KA4RXO 
WD4SCD K4SCL WA4TIG WA4UBT W1UEF WB4UFO W4VIP va4iiGO WA4WKO 


pa4HOU K4WYN WB4ZDZ W5427U. 


Our sincere thanks to all of you and congratulations on a 


job well done. 


Recent earners of the Golden «lligetor award include K4SCL, 
WAGEL (repeut performers) aad Ka4BBB (a first-timer). Remember, 


hen you tulk too long an 
one dollar, you locul * 


you guy your fine, but if you do yo 


e out the repeater you are fined 
to should knoy better. be can't make 
uv iill be awarded a handsome 


certificate. Visitors, assumed not to xnow any better, get the 
certifioute for free -- just to remember us back home. 


73 de K4SCL 


ARRL BULLETIN NR 16 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT MARCH 22, 1979 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT 


FCC has extended the grace period for renewals of Amateur Radio 
‘operator licenses to five years. Any person who let his Amateur 
license expire may regain his operator privileges without 
reexamination if it has been five years or less since the date of 
expiration, Details will appear in May 1979 QST under the 
Happenings column AR 


ARRL BULLETIN NR 14 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS: 
NEWINGTON CT MARCH 8, 1979 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS 6 


During the February solar eclipse did you observe unusual 
propagation phenomena? To have your observations correlated 
with those of the solar eclipse nets organized by the 

Oregon State University Amateur Radio Club, send a copy of 
your reports to Allen Lefohn, KA7CBV, P.O. Box 196, Clancy, 
MT 59634 AR 
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WD4COL 
JOHN MAC DONALD 


THE PREZ SEZ: A 

Club activity seems to be at a high right ..ow. I would like to encourage 
everyone to take a part in the activities. Name badges are the first order of 
business and Florida Custom Plastics will be at the regular club meeting on May 
4th (this was a change from the previously announced tentative date of April 20). 
We, at this writing, have 50 orders in, all of which were taken at the April 6th 
meeting. Most surely we will top 75 badge/tie orders in which case the badges 
will cost the individual $2.80. If we should have 100 initial orders, the cost 
will be $2.63. If wo should have less than 75 orders, the cost will be with the 
50 orders, we have still only $2.98. Orders taken after the evening of May 4 will 
cost $3.50. Only members in good standing may purchase the badge. If you cannot 
make it to the meeting, and if your SPARC Gap gets to you in time (!), of which 
I am not sure if it will or not, you may call me at home (note my new phone 
number of 796-5126) or at school at 733-2116 before the meeting date. Badges 
ordered like this will be mailed to you. 

Betty, WAGTIG, Rex, W4GPL, and Woody, K4SCL did a splendid job putting on 
the Festival of States Parade communications for the club. Thanks and congratulations 
on a job well done to you and all of the members who participated. 

John Merada has done a adhirable job for the club this year in heading up 
the hamfest. As of this writing, John has written untold letters and has been 
in receipt of nearly $750 worth of prizes. With the economy as it is today and 
the “purse strings" situation of many companies, this is remarkable. A hardy 
well-done and thani:s to John and his helpers (especially Faith, WAGWOU). 

Dorft forget the "Captairfs" dinner cruise May 12. Contact Marie Adams, 
KA4BBB, for further details. 

Thanks for your participation at the club meetings. Our worthy vice- 
president Ed Harney, K4DRN, has really been putting on the programs for uss 
Many, many more great programs are on tap. Don't miss a one! !!! 


73 fer nw, 


or 


4S. Hank, WAGiCG, won the badge design and a free necktie style badge R 


FOR SALE: 


EICO ELECTRONIC XEYER WITH VIRROFLEX KEY-TOP CONDITION 
$50.90 COMPLETS. 
WILL TURNER WAMQGV5 
655 57t, Ave. SAX North. 
Phone SH 1634 


ONE WA 


Have you ever made a turn and found 
yourself driving in the wrong di- 
rection on a one-way strect? Horns 


ty seems to move in all 
) in pursuit of happiness 
The signs all secm to point in the 
wrong direction! And so the search 
continues--for acceptance, for inner 
peace, for release from guilt, and 
for the true meaning of life. People 
are asking, "Where did I come from? 
Where am 1 going?" 


More than nineteen centuries ago, 
Jesus Christ gave the ONii WAY di- 
rection for peace, happiness, for- 
givencss, and assurance of eternal 
life. To His followers Ne said, "I 
am the Way--yes, and the Truth and 
the Life; No one can get to the 
Father except by means of Me" 
(John 11:6, Living Bible) 


it's heavy to think that we can be liberated from the power of 


not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him"(John 3:36). 


Despite the pressures that we face today, God has established 
His method for those who search for reality. This is it: 


ON WAY TO SALLY. ON:"Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved"(Acts 4:12). 


ONE WAY TO FORGIVENESS:"In whom we have redemption through His 
Christ's) blood, even the forgiveness of sins"(Colossians 1:14). 


ONE WAY TO PEACE:"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you...let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" 
(John 14:27). 


VUEAVEN: "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift 
Uo Lites Unrowsh J Christ our Lord"( Romans 


3). 


ONW Wat! > you 
right now and las 


su dnive a new and berubitiul Vite. TH ean bein 
forever. It is all yours for the asking! 


PAID ADVERTISING BY CONCERNED 
CHRISTIANS 
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SPARC-GAP ADS, 


FULL PAGE $ 60.00 PER YEAR 
1/2 PAGE 30.00 " 
1/4 PAGE 15.00 " * 
1/8 PAGE YEE. ie 


ALL ADS SET FROM YOUR MATERIAL 
SUCH AS, BUSINESS CARDS,LETTER 
HEADS ETC, TYPESETT ING EXTRA, 


<a << ee ee 
<— <a 


; AGL Electronics © 
aa ea 
re uss 
1800-B Drew St. © Clearwater, Florida 33515 © Tel: (813) 461-HAMS 
SALES AND SERVICE FOR YOUR FAVORITE RIG 
ANTENNAS, TRANSCEIVERS, CABLE, BOOKS, KEYS AND KEYERS, AMPLIFIERS, HANDI- 
TALKIES - XTAL OR SYNTHESIZED, 
MORGAIN, KLM, TAYLOR, HUSTLER, PAL, SAXTON, NYE, KENWOOD, DRAKE, ICOM, 
TEMPO, YAESU, TEN-TEC, WILSON, DSI COUNTERS, BIRD METERS, DENTRON, B&W, 
ALPHA, VOMAX, MIDLAND 
VISA MASTERCHARGE CASH OR TRADE 


Not associated with AGL — Dallas 


SPARC-~GAP 


ASSOCIATED RADIO 913-381-5900 
8012 CONSER BOX 4327 
(OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS 66204 
CALL US WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 Real Amateur Radio Store 


Associated Wants to Trade 
Call US 
913-381-5900 


TRADE BUY SELL 


NEW AND RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT. 
NOTE: SEND $1.00 FOR OUR CURRENT CATALOG OF NEW AND RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT. 


¥ ALSO WE PERIODICALLY PUBLISH A LIST OF UNSERVICED EQUIPMENT AT GREAT SAVINGS. 
A BONANZA FOR THE EXPERIENCED OPERATOR. 


TO OBTAIN THE NEXT UNSERVICED BARGAIN LIST, SEND A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 


SORERSRRSRARTERERESERSRSRESETEESEASESEERE SE ELEAELES EASE EOEEALE SERA AE RARER ESSE ORES. 


Compliments OF 
WAYQGY BUD 
AND 


If we meet and you forget 
me, you have lost nothing; 
but tf you meet JESUS 
CHRIST and forget Him 
you have lost everything. 


Sarasota, Florida 
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~ KAKXC 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


, BOB 
K51HH 


AS 


W 
) THE 
“IRON HULA HOOP 


Fr, 
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Me0eereseteseoeseseo boGbe0seosesGoOOOeOOOOOOODOHPOOOIOOOCOCOOI oo Oooo oe ow ed 
WE REBUILD, RADIO, HI FI, AND TV LOUDSPEAKERS 


Quality 


SPEAKER RECONING SERVICE 


WILMER CHAPIN WYMCA PHONE 895-3401 
1679 27th AVE. NORTH. ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. 33713 


LAND LINE (813) 577-5060 


ALEXANDER 
ELECTRONICS. wc. 


TWOWAY RADIO SALES & SERVICE 
8131 U.S. Hwy. 19 
N. Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565 


Business Band Citizens Band Amateur 
Sam WB4HXO. 


ebnseGeEESEEAEEASEEESEREEEESERASEASERSES SEA AEEEOER SEAS EE SEN AEE RITES SERRE LASER, 


Telephone 822-3293 
APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 


Lindy: Leiem i 


BEAUTY SHOP 


HELEN BRACE 442 Second Street N 
‘Owner St. Petersburg, Florida 


pocosustessersesorcensesanosee: 


ro 


WD4COL (813) 585-7364 


HAVE A_HAPPY 


HAM _ DAY 
JOHN MacDONALD 
al TENNIS PROFESSIONAL — COVE CAY GOLF & TENNIS CLUB 
D essons by appointment 
i yor 1 b i 


UNITED STATES PROFESSIONAL TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
YAMAHA TENNIS PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
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W4GPL 
GE. “Rex” -COTMRELL 
800 Bay Point Drive 


Madeira Beach, Fla. 
33708 


MUTT DERBY April 1,1979 


Thanks to the kind offices of the StePete Jaycees and Mr Dale Smrekar as 
well as WA4NCY, ir Gordon Price, we have concluded another running of the 
MUTT DERBY with complete successe 


April 1st at Derby Lane: N4AXN,N4BLF,W4CF,W4GPL,W4IRA,WD4KEZ,K4KXC,N4NL, 
WA4NCY,WD40EB & WAAWOU, furnished communications for the very intertsting 
session of the anual Jaycee Mutt Derbye 


It isn't completely understood, but W4IRA was brought by his Mother, apparently 
to keep him in the clear. It might be noted that, he managed to get her to 

go around with Thelma (Miz W4GPL) and what those two did hasn't been cleared 
up as yet? We must admit that Herb remained within radio contact during the 
operation — Doing just waat We Don't Know. N4BLF & N4NL had a "follow the Man" 
assignment with officals and werent in any one place very long. N4NL informed 
the writer, "Boy nest year I'm going into track training in February for y 
this thing." N4AXN managed to greet the Mutts as they regestared and they 

got down at the starting line to get them off to the races. This duty must have 
been quite a digger, at least he managed to get sand in his; hair,shoes,shirt 
and the battery pack of his radio also probably ground down his teeth somewhate 


The Jacyees were very appreciative of the smoothness and success of our communications 
amd expressed themselves often, to that effecte 


73 es 88 


PS» Thanks to all of those that assisted and hope.to WaGkL 
see you next yeare 


AWRL BULLETIN NR 9 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT FEBRUARY 22, 1979 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT 


Sincere congratulations to AMSAT on this its Tenth Anniversary. On 

behalf of the thousands of amateurs who call OSCAR their friend, 

and the countless tens of thousands of students throughout the world 

who have been introduced to the wonders of space science and 

communications technology through the OSCAR satellites, our 

ieepest gratitude for the significant contributions AMSAT has made ARRL BULLETIN NR 1 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 

“y the Amateur Radio service. Best wishes for an equally exciting NEWINGTON CT FEBRUARY 8, 1979 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS 

nd productive future AR FCC has assigned RM3314 to the petition filed by ARRL to allow 
Novices certain privileges on the 220 through 225 MHz band. Details 
of this petition will appear in March 1979 OST, page 58. In other 
action, FCC assigned RM3313 to the petition filed by ARRL proposing 
that standard FM emissions be allowed in the frequency range 52.0 
through 52.5 MHz, thereby allowing the use of 16F3 emission in the 
entire six meter repeater subband AR” 


SPARC GAP 
HISTORY-ST PETERSBURG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
CONTINUED 


1969 Gont'd 

A proposed Amendment to the By-Laws, Re: pro-rating dues of 
new members, met with objections so it was referred to Board of 
Directors to bring in revised proposal. Final decision: $4.00, 

Jane 1 to July 1; $2.00, July 1 to Oct. 1 & $1.00, Oct. 1 to Dec.31, 
all plus $1.00 initiation fee. 

It was quite a shock to learn WRUR-Ed Blatt had joined the 
Silent Keys. Ed was crippled with arthritis, but sent beautiful code. 
He started code practice sessions, twice a week, in 1952 on 10-meters; 
later transmitting it similtaneously on 6, 10, & O meters. It was a 
great loss to amateur radio, as many owed obtaining their license to 
Ed. His YF-Martha (better known as Sweetie) had to help him with his 
radio, throwing switches, etc. at his directions. SPARC presented Ed 
with a plaque for his outstanding services in 1958 & in 1965 he was 
winner of Florida Skip Amateur of the Year Award, receiving a $50.00 
Savings Bonde 

Further trouble at SPARC: WBDXB-Ralph, the newly elected Pres. 
was hospitalized for surgery, so V-Pres., John had to take overs 

KWBRY-R.F. Wright, Jr., who sailed the briny seas wrote an in- 
teresting & informative article "Sailing, Sailing Over the Bounding: 
Main", which ran in several issues of SPARC-GAP serially. Many other 
interesting articles by different members from time to time. 

This was quite a year, again our meeting place at the FPC Line- 
men's Assembly Hall, was no longer available &, at the same time 
WBIDXB-Ralph had to resign, as it was necessary he & YF move to 
Sarasota. So WACG-John Smith took the reins as President. A new 
meeting place was procured at the AZalea Community Center, 9th Ave. 
& 72nd St. Noe : 

SPARC Hamfest. was held May 18th, at Lake Maggiore, with the 
usual crowd, lots of prizes & a huge success. We were honored to 
again have KKQ-Ghuck Bolvin, S.E. ARRL Director, attend & speak 
to the group. 


1970 

This year the Installation Dinner was held at Black Angus Restau- 
rant, Jan. 9th, new Officers being: Pres., WACG-John Smith; V-Pres., 
WBJSI-Stan Hurst; Secty/Treas., WlTDK-Naomi Spence. Directors: 
WLRZQ-"Sim" Simcox; WRUN-Lew Litzenberg & Kl WXS-Lee Kanarian; with 
WA,MHR-Burt Daisey remaining as Trustee. c 

A Radio Glub was formed at the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, 
near Live Oak, under the direction of KiKE-Dave Stocky, who was 
elected Trustee. Members of the Florida Side-Banders Assoc. spon- 
sored the Club. 

For many. years SPARC provided communications for the Yacht 
Races, sponsored by the St. Pete Yacht Club & Club de Yates, Isla 
de Mujeres, Yucatan. Although the race began April 11th, phone 
pateh traffic was handled beginning April 1st & continued through 
April 17, with schedules at 9 AM, 3 PM & 10 PM, XE3DE-Alfredo, 
British Vice-Counsel was in charge of ham operation at Merida, 
Yucatan terminal. One of the contacts could not speak English so, 
at one point, Wl.GQ-Dave & WiPWB-Walt had occasion to exercise their 
Spanish speaking capabilities. The yachts, unfortunately, could 
not carry ham equipment, due to lack of room. 

SPARC took a stand, with other Clubs, etc. in opposing HB1121 
Bill in Florida Legislature, vointing out why the radio amateur auto 
license tag was authorized for extra charge of $1.00 & CBers cannot 
perform such communications, etc. Bill was killed in Legislature. 


(6) Continued next month 
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JENKING 
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1686 CLEARWATER LARGO nD. 
MOSELY & CUSH-CRAFT ANTENNAS 
ROH! TOWERS & ROTORS IN STOCK 

ELECTRONIC SUPPLIES 
CLOSED SATURDAY ALL DAY 
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